BgtfiftSPTO j 9 OCT 2004 



IN^ptl 



NATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Interspinal Application Ho 

PCT/EP G3/Q4152 



t P c c^n?lT(OT CTUA ^C229/42 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national dassincaiion and IPC _ 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by dassification symbds) 

IPC 7 A61K C07C 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are Included In the fields searched 



Electronic data base co nsulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practlca!, search terms used) 

EPO-lnternal, WPI Data, PAJ, BIOSIS, EMBASE 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° 



Citation of document, with tndfcattan, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



WO 00 321B9 A (GAO DANCHEN ;SEARLE & CO 
(US); MAZHARY AHMAD M (US); HLINAK ANTHON) 
8 June 2600 (2000-06-08) 
claim 1 

page 5, line 20 - line 21 
page 9, line 30 - line 32 

WO 01 91750 A (HASSAN FRED ;BRUGGER ANDREW 
(US); FORBES JIM (US); GAO PING (US);) 
6 December 2001 (2001-12-06) 
claim 1 

* page 17, paragraph [0068] * 



US 2002/013357 Al (NADKARNI SREEKANT 
AL) 31 January 2002 (2002-01-31) 
claim 1 

* page 1, paragraph [00O4] * 

* page 3, paragraph [0049] * 



ET 



Relevant to claim No. 



1.7,8 
1-8 

1,7,8 

1-8 

1,7,8 
1-8 



m 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



|X I Patent family members are listed In 



• Spedal categories of dted documents : 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which Is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier document but published on or after the International 

filing date 

»L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim (s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
dtation or other special reason {as spedfled) 

"O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

u p- document published prior to the International filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T later document publshed after the Internationa fling date 
or priority date and not In conflict with the application but 
ctted to understand the prindple or theory underlying the 
Invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

<y document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to Involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art 

document member ol the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the Internationa} search 

28 July 2093 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 531 8 Patentlaan 2 

NL-2280HVRijswijk 

TeL (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 

Fax: (431-70)340-3016 



Date of mailing of the International search report 

24 11. 2003 



Authorized officer 



BeranovS, P. 



Form PC771SA/21D (second sheet) (July 1992) 



page 1 of 2 



IN^NATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



nal Application No 

PCT/EP 03/04152 



C.(Contlnuatlon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category • 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



EP 0 945 134 A (BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM 
PHARMA) 29 September 1999 (1999-09-29) 
claim 1 

WO 99 11605 A (NOVARTIS AG) 
11 March 1999 (1999-03-11) 
claims 1,8 

MEDHURST S J ET AL: n A rat model of bone 
cancer pain." 
PAI N 

vol. '96, no. 1-2, March 2802 (2002-03), 
pages 129-140, XP0O2249243 
ISSN: 0304-3959 

page 140, left-hand column, paragraph 3 



RBlevanttoclalmNo. 



1-8 



1-8 



1,7,8 



Form PCT/JS A/210 (conflnuaflon of second shed} (July 1982) 



page 2 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/EP 03/04152 



Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. I I Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



Pn Claims Nos.: 9, 10 

— because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescnbed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out. specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 
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Claims Nos.: 9, 10 



Present claims 1. 7 and 8 relate to a compound defined by reference to a 
desirable characteristic or property, namely "COX-2 inhibitor". The 
claims cover all compounds having this characteristic or property, 
whereas the application provides support within the meaning of Article 6 
PCT and disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for only a very 
limited number of such compounds. In the present case, the claims so 
lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Independent of 
the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT). An 
attempt is made to define the compound by reference to a result to be 
achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is such as to 
render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those 
parts of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, 
namely those parts relating to the compounds of formula (I) and 
rofecoxib, etoricoxib, celecoxib, valdecoxib and parecoxib as indicated 
in the description (page 1, 5th paragraph). 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions 1n respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or hot the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome . 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. claims: 1-8 

The use of COX-2 inhibitors for the treatment of cancer pain 



2. claims: 9, 10 

The use of COX-2 inhibitors for the treatment of bone loss 
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